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In the excitement of the moment we may feel inclined
to forget our principles; if we surrender to this incli-
nation,, we do so at our peril. Our cause is a great
one, so must our means be above reproach. We
play for high stakes, let us be worthy of them. Great
causes and little men go ill together.
The freedom of the people of the States is a big
enough thing, yet it is part of the larger freedom of
India, and till we gain that larger freedom, it is struggle
for us. If the federation is imposed upon us,
we shall fight it and sweep it away. Wherever the
British Power intervenes against the people in the
States, we shall have to face it. The time approaches
when the final solution has to come—the Constitu-
ent Assembly of all the Indian people framing the
constitution of a free and democratic India.
The States' Peoples' Conference has done good
work in the past but this has been only a fraction of
the work it might have done. It must now turn to
the efficient organisation of all its activities, so that
it might become a clearing house for all that pertains
to the States, and a source of help and inspiration
to all our comrades in the struggle. It must help in
building up Praja Mandals or people's organisations
in the States. It must take care to steer clear of all
communalism, and it must, above all remember,
and make others remember, that non-violence is the
basis of this struggle.
It is our great good fortune that in this struggle
we have the backing of the National Congress and the
support of its leaders. Most cheering of all is the
thought that we have Gandhiji to guide us and inspire.

